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Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons Trust 

Blue Sky Research Programme 2007
APPLICATION FORM

GUIDELINES

1. Complete each section in black ink or in word-processed form.

2. Applications should be signed, dated and posted to the address shown on page 9.

3. Incomplete applications will not be considered.
1. Applicant’s Name

Surname : Whittlestone


Other Names : Kim
2. Title 
 Mr
3. RCVS membership number  2311976 
4. Academic, Professional Qualifications and Honours  

5. Applicant’s employing organisation 
Royal Veterinary College

6. Contact Details – full address

LIVE Centre for Excellence in Teaching and Learning

Royal Veterinary College

Hawkshead Lane

South Mymms

Hatfield 

Herts AL9 7TA

Direct Tel: 01707 666833 Dept Tel: 01707 666955

Email: kwhittlestone@rvc.ac.uk
7 Title of Project for which you seek a Blue Sky Research Grant 
Incorporating Day One Skills and Competences into WikiVet
8 Amount requested :  £ 9,500
9 Project timetable: From April 2008 to March 2009

Blue Sky project budget
	Item
	£

	Multimedia training workshop for students and academics

(Student travel, consumables, refreshments and course material)

Video recording and editing equipment 

DV video camera, microphone  and laptop @ £1,500 each (4 schools)

Student incentives

£20 Amazon book tokens per accepted video (max 50)
Steering group meetings

Two six monthly meetings with 10 delegates

Presentation at AVRTW 2009  Conference
(two people travel and accommodation in Scarborough)


	1,000
6,000
1,000
1,000
500

	Total
	£ 9,500


It should be noted that this budget includes no project overheads or staff costs as these are being provided as an institutional commitment by each of the 4 participating schools. 

	Detailed description of Blue Sky project (500 –1,000 words)


	(a) Project background, context and need

Project background

There are clear benefits in developing collaborative approaches to education between the UK veterinary schools.  One area where collaboration has proved highly effective has been the WikiVet project (funded by the Higher Education Academy and JISC: www.vetschools.ac.uk/wikivet) focussing on the development of a comprehensive pathology “wikipedia” by staff and students of the vet schools at Edinburgh, Cambridge, Nottingham and London. The proposed project will build on the tremendous good will, expertise and network of collaborators that have been created in this first phase. 

Context

The WikiVet project wiki covers the entire pathology curriculum. The majority of the content on the site has been generated by student authors, using the undergraduate pathology lecture materials provided by teaching staff at each of the participating institutes. This required an unprecedented level of resource sharing between the institutes, including teaching material such as lecture notes, images, videos and case studies. The level of commitment and generosity of each of the schools in providing these materials, as well as the enthusiasm from staff and students has been very impressive. The work has been well received by academics from all UK veterinary schools at a presentation given at AVRTW 2007 and has sparked the interest of recent graduates in practice who are contributing clinical exemplars to enrich the knowledge base. The success of the project can be associated with a strong community of practice, the equal involvement of all schools, and the active part played by undergraduates working closely with academics. Through the more recent involvement of Nottingham University, the WikiVet project is now being expanded to include the undergraduate physiology course. This will result in a seamlessly integrated site, to which we expect to add other subject areas such as anatomy, pharmacology, biochemistry, and ultimately clinical medicine, surgery and public health. The WikiVet project has already resulted in a sea change in the level of collaboration between the veterinary schools, which we hope to build on with this current proposal.

Need

Many students are unclear about the range and level of competency required of a new veterinary practitioner. Students seem to have difficulties interpreting how they might work towards acquiring the RCVS Day One and Year One Competences. 

We will build on the WikiVet developments to incorporate a new resource area directly aligned to RCVS Day One competences. This will provide a comprehensive map of these competences which can be populated with material of use to both undergraduates and qualified veterinary surgeons alike. It will also link to existing educational resources of relevance and, potentially, to new resources such as the BVA vets.tv initiative. 
The RVC’s LIVE centre has already created a Day One skills framework which is being used to underpin clinical teaching and assessment. This framework will be incorporated into WikiVet allowing a collaborative approach to its refinement and ensuring its relevance to all the schools.
Once the framework has been refined, student volunteers will create links to existing resources and identify the gaps in existing content. For example, under system specific examination, the following competences and skills would have their own sections in the wiki and relevant links, text and video.
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Perform ophthalmic examination

· Perform general ophthalmic examination

· Perform indirect and direct ophthalmoscopy

· Perform Schirmer tear test when indicated

· Measure intraocular pressure using tonometer

· Perform fluoroscein staining when indicated

· Evaluate findings of ophthalmic examinations

For many sections the relevant content may not exist in any of the schools. The second stage of the project will therefore involve students in developing resources to address these gaps. For many of the competences, short video sequences will best portray the skills required to achieve the competence.

The project will identify up to four clinical students from each vet school. They will have access to a video camera, boundary microphone and laptop purchased with project funding for each veterinary school. An initial training workshop will be run at the RVC in the summer of 2008 to teach the volunteer new techniques of capturing and editing video as well as developing the wiki. Students will be rewarded with £ 20 Amazon vouchers for each video of suitable quality which is uploaded onto the video server. It is anticipated that by the end of the project around fifty Day One Competence videos will be completed. During the first year of the project we intend to extend the scope to involve the other three UK Veterinary Schools in refining the competences further and contributing existing resources.
Whilst experience to date with students working on new technologies such as wikis has been positive, creating quality videos will be more challenging and hence “blue sky”. However, the potential benefit – involving students in the development of a comprehensive resource to support RCVS standards used by both students and practising vets throughout the UK - is huge.


	(b) Expected outcomes

· The establishment of a shared Day One Competences framework wiki shared by UK vetschools and practices with active and committed partners and full institutional support;

· Sharing expertise and best pedagogical practice between partner vetschools on the development and use of multimedia technologies to support skills development; 
· Enrichment of existing teaching resources and improved learning opportunities for students through the use of novel and contemporary web technologies.
· Students active participation in the development of educational resources to support Day One Competences – an inherently educational activity in itself.
· Creating a partnership which will be extended to all 7 UK Vet Schools in 2009


	(c) Benefits
The benefits of this project include:

· A shared Day One Competences Framework

· Peer reviewed knowledge-base to support teaching and assessment

· Linked educational multimedia resources

· Collaboration across UK veterinary schools
· Clinical outreach (potential relevance to RCVS Year One competences)
Beneficiaries

The beneficiaries of this project include:

· Volunteer students at the four collaborating vetschools who are involved in developing the wiki and capturing videos. 
· Veterinary students in all the UK veterinary schools who will have access to a new resource to prepare themselves for working in practice

· Recent graduates who can use the video resources to support them in completing Year One competences as part of the RCVS PDP

· Veterinary academics in all the UK veterinary schools who will can use the wiki to support their teaching knowing that it is a veterinary peer reviewed resource

· Veterinary surgeons and nurses in the UK and internationally who will find video descriptions of key procedures of value in their work 



12 Referees 

Please ask two referees acquainted with your qualifications and experience to write briefly and in confidence about the proposed project direct to the Director at the address below by 5pm on the application closing date 23 January 2008. 

Applicants are responsible for ensuring that their referees submit references direct to the RCVS Trust by the closing date. Un-refereed applications will not be considered.
13 In the event of a successful application I agree to abide by the Regulations

Signature _____________________________ Date ____23.01.08_______ 

Applications will be acknowledged provided the applicant supplies an email address.

Please return your completed application form to reach the address below not later than 5pm 23rd January 2008.  

Gerri McHugh

Director

RCVS Trust

Belgravia House

62-64 Horseferry Road

London SW1P 2AF

020 7202 0714 (tel)

020 7202 0751 (fax)

g.mchugh@rcvstrust.org.uk
�
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